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Memorandum of Conversation

DATE: July 6, 1954
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SUBJECT: Radiocactive Tuna
oY
o Q ;::
L
& -
PARTICIPANTS: Mr, Cribbett, Food and Drug Administretion Neoo©
Mr, Leoney, U/FW £
g -—
w —
L
¢ O
COPIES TO: S/AE - Mr. Spiegel v )
NA - Mr, Finon RN
U/FW - Mr, Herrington (-
54
t, E Y
A g ~
i\ A
v (s
— e @
B Oi
EN

s} Mr. Cribbett informed me that a rediocactive tune had been discovered earlier
x}i_ today in a California cannery by the cannery’s own monitoring group, This 1ie
‘ 51the third contaminated tuna found among Japenese tuna exports to the United States
"f?q since the bomb tests of March. The fish, & thirty.five pound albacore, recently
H arrived from Yokohama on the Asema Maru; it was part of a lot of 1,406 fish,
designated "White Fuji"; it had been taken from cold storage in Japen on May 20,

Contamination was largely in the skull and bones, as in the case of the

earlier two specimens, indicating contamination through ingestion. Radiocactivity
was from 46 to o8 milli-roentgens,

I indicated to Mr. Cribbett that the Department would watch developments
but would not at this time inform Embassy Tokyo.
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